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tainly conveys an accurate description of his methods
of military finance :

" General Gordon, with 3,000 members of the Ever-
victorious Army and 15,000 or 16,000 of regular
Imperial troops and irregular provincials, is pressing
a hard attack upon the rebels at Fushan. I gave
them some pay the day before yesterday, and let it
be known that, as soon as Fushan is completely in
our hands, another good payment will be made.
Then, when Soochow is again in our control, I told
them full payment and a bounty will be given each
member of the force under Gordon."

In May he became so enthusiastic over Gordon's
splendid qualities as a fighting man " that he called
him his brother," and memorialised the Throne
with a request that Gordon should be given " rank
and office as a Chinese tsung-ping" (brigadier-
general), which was done. The Imperial edict con-
ferring this rank was in the best Chinese style of
solemn make-believe.

" Let Gordoft be enjoined to use stringent efforts
to maintain discipline in the Ever-victorious Army,
which has fallen into a state of disorganisation, and
thus guard against the recurrence of former evils/9
Li forwarded to Gordon a copy of the Decree, " to
which the officer in question will yield respectful
obedience."

But in July a sordid rift appeared in the lute :

" Gordon thinks of nothing but money these days
and demands coin of me as if I were the god of gold
and silver. He says the men will not fight any more
unless they are paid. I tell him that as soon as
Soochow is in our hands, there will be funds sufficient
to pay all arrears and some good bounty."